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Matt and John are best friends working out in Montauk for the 
summer.  When Driana, JoJo and Stef invite the boys to their 
Hamptons mansion, Matt and John find themselves in a sticky 
situation where temptation rivals sensibility.  The newfound 
friends head out into the Atlantic after midnight in a stolen 
boat.  None of them come back whole, and not all of them 
come back. 

HL580 

Adrift  

  - Paul Griffin 



Pat O'Toole has always idolized his older brother, Coop. Coop is... 
different. He doesn't talk on the phone, doesn't use email, and 
doesn't have friends. He's never really cared for anything but the 
thrill of being underground, and for Pat of course. So it's no 
surprise to anyone that after a huge fight with their parents, Coop 
runs away. One year later, Pat receives a package containing a 
digital voice recorder and a cryptic message from his brother. He 
follows the clues to New York City and soon discovers that Coop 
has joined the Community, a society living beneath the streets. 
Now it's up to Pat to find his brother -- and bring him home. 

HL610L 

Beneath 

      - Roland Smith 



Big Top Burning recounts the true story of one of the worst 
fire disasters in US history. It follows the tragic stories of the 
Cook family—including children Donald, Eleanor, and 
Edward, who were in the audience that day—and 15-year-old 
Robert Segee, a circus employee with an incendiary past. 
Drawing on primary sources and interviews with survivors, 
the author guides readers through several decades of 
investigations and asks, Was the unidentified body of a little 
girl nicknamed “Little Miss 1565” Eleanor Cook? Was the fire 
itself an act of arson—and did Robert Segee set it? Young 
readers are invited to evaluate the evidence and draw their 
own conclusions. 

Big Top Burning: The True Story 

of an Arsonist, a Missing Girl, 

and the Greatest Show on Earth  

      - Cassie Beasley 



For twelve-year-old Emily, the best thing about moving to San 
Francisco is that it's the home city of her literary idol: Garrison 
Griswold, book publisher and creator of the online sensation Book 
Scavenger (a game where books are hidden in cities all over the 
country and clues to find them are revealed through puzzles). Upon 
her arrival, however, Emily learns that Griswold has been attacked and 
is now in a coma, and no one knows anything about the epic new game 
he had been poised to launch. Then Emily and her new friend James 
discover an odd book, which they come to believe is from Griswold 
himself, and might contain the only copy of his mysterious new game. 
Racing against time, Emily and James rush from clue to clue, desperate 
to figure out the secret at the heart of Griswold's new game―before 
those who attacked Griswold come after them too. 

810L 

Book Scavenger 

      - Jennifer Chambliss  

           Bertman 
 



San Francisco, 1900. The Gilded Age. A fantastic time to be alive for lots 
of people . . . but not thirteen-year-old Lizzie Kennedy, stuck at Miss 
Barstow’s snobby school for girls. Lizzie’s secret passion is science, an 
unsuitable subject for finishing-school girls. Lizzie lives to go on house 
calls with her physician father. On those visits to his patients, she 
discovers a hidden dark side of the city—a side that’s full of secrets, 
rats, and rumors of the plague.    The newspapers, her powerful uncle, 
and her beloved papa all deny that the plague has reached San 
Francisco. So why is the heart of the city under quarantine? Why are 
angry mobs trying to burn Chinatown to the ground? Ignoring the rules 
of race and class, Lizzie and Noah must put the pieces together in a 
heart-stopping race to save the people they love. 

540L 

Chasing Secrets 

     - Gennifer Choldenko 



On the day of his birth, Prince Alexos is revealed to be the long-
awaited champion of Athene. He grows up lonely, conscious of all 
that is expected of him. But Alexos discovers that being a 
champion isn't about fame and glory—it's about sacrifice and 
courage.  Alexos follows the course of his destiny through war and 
loss and a deadly confrontation with his enemy to its end: 
shipwreck on a magical, fog-shrouded island. There he meets the 
unforgettable Aria, and faces the greatest challenge of his life.  

       

 730L 

The Chosen Prince 

  - Diane Stanley 



Kamran Smith has it all. He's the star of the football team, dates the 
most popular girl in school, and can't wait to enlist in the Army like 
his big brother, Darius. Although Kamran's family hails from Iran, 
Kamran has always felt 100% American. Accepted.  And then 
everything implodes.  Darius is accused of being a terrorist. Kamran 
refuses to believe it, but the evidence is there -- Darius has been 
filmed making threats against his country, hinting at an upcoming 
deadly attack. Kamran's friends turn on him -- suddenly, in their 
eyes, he's a terrorist, too. Kamran knows it's up to him to clear his 
brother's name. In a race against time, Kamran must piece together a 
series of clues and codes that will lead him to Darius -- and the 
truth. But is it a truth Kamran is ready to face? And is he putting his 
own life at risk?        

660L 

Code of Honor 

      - Alan Gratz 



Forced to live on his own after his mom dies and her 
boyfriend abandons him, 12-year-old Jayson does whatever 
it takes to get by. He will do anything to avoid the foster 
care system. He manages to get away with his deception 
until the day he gets caught stealing a new pair of 
basketball sneakers. Game over. Within a day a social 
worker places him with a family from the other side of 
town, the Lawtons. New home, new school, new 
teammates. At first, he is combatative, testing the Lawtons' 
patience at every turn. He wants out, yet the Lawtons 
refuse to take the bait. But not everyone in Jayson's new 
life is so ready to trust him. It's on Jayson to believe that he 
deserves a better life than the one he once had. The 
ultimate prize if he can?  

840L 

Fast Break 

 - Mike Lupica 



It's going to be one summer these boys will never forget. Eleven-
year-old Wyatt and his friend Augie aren't looking for a fight. 
They're having the best summer of their lives hanging out in the 
fort they built in the woods, fishing and hunting, cooking over a 
campfire, and sleeping out. But when two older boys mess with the 
fort―and with another kid who can't fight back―the friends are 
forced to launch Operation Doom, with unexpected results for all 
concerned, in this novel about two funny and very real young 
heroes. 

700L 

Fort 

 - Cynthia DeFelice 



Avery is looking forward to another summer at Grandma’s farm, 
at least until her brother says he’s too old for “Kingdom,” the 
imaginary world they’d spent years creating. Lucky for her, 
there’s a new kid staying in the cottage down the road: a city boy 
with a famous dad, Julian’s more than a little full of himself, but 
he’s also a storyteller like Avery. So when he announces his plan 
to film a ghost story, Avery is eager to join in. Unfortunately, 
Julian wants to film at Hilliard House, a looming, empty 
mansion that Grandma has absolutely forbidden her to enter. As 
terrified as Avery is of Grandma’s wrath, the allure of 
filmmaking is impossible to resist. As the kids explore the 
secrets of Hilliard house, eerie things begin to happen, and the 
“imaginary” dangers in their movie threaten to become very real. 
Have Avery and Julian awakened a menacing presence? Can they 
turn back before they go too far?. 

690L 

Ghostlight 

    - Sonia Gensler 
 



Once upon a time, two best friends created a princess together. 
Libby drew the pictures, May wrote the tales, and their heroine, 
Princess X, slayed all the dragons and scaled all the mountains their 
imaginations could conjure.  
Once upon a few years later, Libby was in the car with her mom, 
driving across the Ballard Bridge on a rainy night. When the car 
went over the side, Libby passed away, and Princess X died with 
her.  Once upon a now: May is sixteen and lonely, wandering the 
streets of Seattle, when she sees a sticker slapped in a corner 
window.  Princess X? When May looks around, she sees the 
Princess everywhere: Stickers. Patches. Graffiti. There's an entire 
underground culture, focused around a webcomic at 
IAmPrincessX.com. The more May explores the webcomic, the more 
she sees disturbing similarities between Libby's story and Princess 
X online. And that means that only one person could have started 
this phenomenon---her best friend, Libby, who lives. 

790L 

I Am Princess X 

  - Cherie Priest 



The true story of an all-American girl and a boy from Zimbabwe and the 
letter that changed both of their lives forever. It started as an assignment. 
Everyone in Caitlin's class wrote to an unknown student somewhere in a 
distant place. Martin was lucky to even receive a pen-pal letter. There were 
only ten letters, and fifty kids in his class. But he was the top student, so 
he got the first one. That letter was the beginning of a correspondence that 
spanned six years and changed two lives. In this compelling dual memoir, 
Caitlin and Martin recount how they became best friends --and better 
people--through their long-distance exchange. Their story will inspire you 
to look beyond your own life and wonder about the world at large and 
your place in it. 

790L 

I Will Always Write Back: How One 

Letter Changed Two Lives   

 - Bridget Heos & Martin Ganda 

    Liz Welch 



When Nic, a slave in the mines outside of Rome, is forced to enter a 
sealed cavern containing the lost treasures of Julius Caesar, he finds 
much more than gold and gemstones: He discovers an ancient 
bulla, an amulet that belonged to the great Caesar and is filled with 
a magic once reserved for the Gods -- magic some Romans would 
kill for. Now, with the deadly power of the bulla pulsing through 
his veins, Nic is determined to become free. But instead, he finds 
himself at the center of a ruthless conspiracy to overthrow the 
emperor and spark the Praetor War, a battle to destroy Rome from 
within. Traitors and spies lurk at every turn, each more desperate 
than the next to use Nic's newfound powers for their own dark 
purposes. In a quest to stop the rebellion, save Rome, and secure 
his own freedom, Nic must harness the magic within himself and 
defeat the empire's most powerful and savage leaders.  

740L 

Mark of the Thief 

  - Jennifer A. Nielsen 



For most of her twelve years, Astrid has done everything with her 
best friend Nicole. But after Astrid falls in love with roller derby 
and signs up for derby camp, Nicole decides to go to dance camp 
instead. And so begins the most difficult summer of Astrid's life 
as she struggles to keep up with the older girls at camp, hang on to 
the friend she feels slipping away, and cautiously embark on a 
new friendship. As the end of summer nears and her first roller 
derby bout (and junior high!) draws closer, Astrid realizes that 
maybe she is strong enough to handle the bout, a lost friendship, 
and middle school… in short, strong enough to be a roller girl. 

GN440L 

Roller Girl 

 - Victoria Jamieson 



One kid. One crime. One chance to make things right. It was a 
bitterly cold day when Arthur T. Owens grabbed a brick and 
hurled it at the trash picker. Arthur had his reasons, and the brick 
hit the Junk Man in the arm, not the head. But none of that matters 
to the judge he is ready to send Arthur to juvie for the foreseeable 
future. Amazingly, it s the Junk Man himself who offers an 
alternative: 120 hours of community service . . . working for him. 
Arthur is given a rickety shopping cart and a list of the Seven Most 
Important Things: glass bottles, foil, cardboard, pieces of wood, 
lightbulbs, coffee cans, and mirrors. He can’t believe it is he really 
supposed to rummage through people’s trash? But it isn’t long 
before Arthur realizes there’s more to the Junk Man than meets the 
eye, and the trash he’s collecting is being transformed into 
something more precious than anyone could imagine.   

       

 760L 

The Seventh Most Important Thing 

  - Shelley Pearsall 



In this gritty, realistic wilderness adventure, thirteen-year-old 
Cort is caught in a battle against a Gulf Coast hurricane. Cort's 
father is a local expert on hunting and swamp lore in lower 
Alabama who has been teaching his son everything he knows. 
But when a deadly Category 3 storm makes landfall, Cort must 
unexpectedly put all his skills―and bravery―to the test. One 
catastrophe seems to lead to another, leaving Cort and two 
neighbor girls to face the storm as best they can. Amid miles of 
storm-thrashed wetlands filled with dangerous, desperate wild 
animals, it's up to Cort to win―or lose―the fight for their lives. 

650L 

Terror at Bottle Creek 

    - Watt Key 



Lee Westfall has a secret. She can sense the presence of gold 
in the world around her. Veins deep beneath the earth, 
pebbles in the river, nuggets dug up from the forest floor. The 
buzz of gold means warmth and life and home—until 
everything is ripped away by a man who wants to control her. 
Left with nothing, Lee disguises herself as a boy and takes to 
the trail across the country. Gold was discovered in 
California, and where else could such a magical girl find 
herself, find safety?  

740L 

Walk on Eath a Stranger 

 - Rae Carson 



Nine-year-old Ada has never left her one-room apartment. Her 
mother is too humiliated by Ada’s twisted foot to let her 
outside. So when her little brother Jamie is shipped out of 
London to escape the war, Ada doesn’t waste a minute—she 
sneaks out to join him. So begins a new adventure of Ada, and 
for Susan Smith, the woman who is forced to take the two 
kids in. As Ada teaches herself to ride a pony, learns to read, 
and watches for German spies, she begins to trust Susan—and 
Susan begins to love Ada and Jamie. But in the end, will their 
bond be enough to hold them together through wartime? Or 
will Ada and her brother fall back into the cruel hands of their 
mother? 

550L 

The War that Saved My Life 

 - Kimberly Brubaker  

            Bradley 



In this hilarious novel, written in the voice of eighth-
grader Wyatt Palmer, Dave Barry takes us on a class trip 
to Washington, DC. Wyatt, his best friend, Matt, and a 
few kids from Culver Middle School find themselves in a 
heap of trouble-not just with their teachers, who have 
long lost patience with them-but from several mysterious 
men they first meet on their flight to the nation's capital. 
In a fast-paced adventure with the monuments as a 
backdrop, the kids try to stay out of danger and out of the 
doghouse while trying to save the president from attack-
or maybe not.  

      

  770L 

The Worst Class Trip Ever 

    - Dave Barry 
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